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Frankie Mueller lands dream victory in B.A.S.S. Nation Western 
Regional on Lake Havasu with three-day big total of 47 pounds 

  LAKE HAVASU CITY, Ariz. — 
Frankie Mueller couldn’t have 
written a better script for his win 
at the 2022 TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Western Re-
gional. 
The 26-year-old resident of 
nearby Kingman, Ariz., grew up 
fishing on this 19,200-acre im-
poundment of the Colorado 
River. After a solid start on Wed-
nesday, he climbed into the lead 
with the heaviest bag of the tour-
nament on Day 2, then he held 
off some hard-charging con-
tenders on Friday. 
Mueller finished with a three-day 
total of 14 bass weighing 47 
pounds, 4 ounces. He collected a 
$5,000 cash prize with his first 
regional victory in four tries, and 
he also claimed a berth in the 
TNT B.A.S.S. Nation Champion-
ship later this year. 
To top it off, Mueller’s mom, 
girlfriend and a gaggle of fishing 
buddies were in the crowd at 
Lake Havasu State Park to see 
him collect the championship tro-
phy. 
Winning on home water often af-
fords such rewards. 
“This is unbelievable,” he said. 
“It’s all my dreams come true.” 
It was that kind of week for 
Mueller, who works as a heavy 
equipment operator when he’s 
not fishing on Lake Havasu, 
something he does two or three 
times a week. 
“When I was in the Arizona Open 
a few weeks ago, before (the lake 
was) off-limits, I saw some fish 
cruising around shallow," he said. 
"So, on Day 1, I ran around to 

Betting on the Bassmaster Classic at South 
Carolina’s Lake Hartwell can be a good sport 

Frankie Mueller, of Kingman, Ariz., has won the 2022 TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Western Regional on Lake Havasu with a three-day total of 47 pounds, 4 ounces. 
(Photo by Grant Moxley/B.A.S.S.)

those spots where I’ve caught 
them before and wound up with 
12 pounds. I went back to those 
spots yesterday and the bass were 
big. It was just a special day.” 
Mueller’s 22-3 limit on Thursday 
easily was the largest of the tour-
nament, and it vaulted him from 
12th place into the pole position. 
He hammered the spot again on 
Friday, catching four bass for 12-
13 which was enough to win by 
more than 2 pounds. 
“I went back to the same areas, 
all within a mile or so of Windsor 
Beach (at the state park),” he 
said. “I hit the same tules (cat-

an ounce behind Aumiller with 
six bass weighing 22-5. Ari-
zona’s Eric Hammer was a dis-
tant third among co-anglers with 
seven bass for 16-6. 
A total of 48 anglers made the 
cut to Friday and fished for cash 
prizes totaling $27,500. In all, 
180 anglers (90 in both the 
boater and co-angler divisions) 
competed in the regional. 
The top boater and co-angler 
from each of the nine states rep-
resented this week earned entry 
to the B.A.S.S. Nation Cham-
pionship. Among boaters, they 
include Mueller, Graves, Gibbs, 
California’s Kenneth Cleveland, 
Montana’s Joel Leiser, Oregon’s 
Frank Scarla, Utah’s Ramsey 
Romanin, Washington’s Justin 
Campbell and Wyoming’s Brent 
Shores. 
Co-anglers advancing along with 
Aumiller, Meeks and Hammer 
are Idaho’s David Bertsch, Ne-
vada’s Darren Wilson, Oregon’s 
Dustin Sortor, Utah’s Terry Pe-
terson, Washington’s James Hol-
lingshead and Wyoming’s Nigel 
Dalton. 
Montana’s Mike Dominick won 
the Big Bass Award and $500 for 
the 8-13 largemouth he caught 
on Day 2. Team Wyoming’s 
Nigel Dalton won $250 for hav-
ing the heaviest bass (5-5) 
among co-anglers. 
In addition to his second-place 
prize money, Graves won $500 
for being the angler highest in 
the standings using Garmin elec-
tronics. 

tails) with homemade swim jigs. 
It’s a Colorado River secret, ba-
sically a shad pattern with a 3/8 
Keitech on it. You just chuck and 
wind it through the tules. When 
the sun came up and the wind 
picked up, that bite quit, and I’d 
pick up a green pumpkin flipping 
bait and pick them out of there. 
“It was reaction bites pretty 
much the whole time,” Mueller 
said. “It’s like that here this time 
of year, but I’ve never seen any-
thing like (Day 2). That was just 
a magical day. Today was good 
enough to get it done.” 
Idaho’s Keegan Graves and JJ 

Gibbs IV, who lives in Lake Ha-
vasu City but qualified as a 
member of Team Nevada, both 
weighed 44-15 during the three-
day tournament, with the tie-
breaker going to Graves. He won 
$3,000 for finishing second and 
Gibbs collected $2,000 for third 
place. 
Grant Aumiller won the co-an-
gler division with a three-day 
total of seven bass that weighed 
22-6. The Montana-based angler 
won a $2,500 cash prize and a 
berth in the TNT Fireworks 
B.A.S.S. Nation Championship. 
Tim Meeks of California was just 

Arizona anglers won the team 
championship and the $5,625 
cash prize from Nitro/Mercury 
on Thursday after catching 76 
bass over two days for 225-11. 
Utah finished second in team 
scoring (74 bass, 178-15, $3,375) 
and Nevada (57, 144-12, $2,250) 
placed third. 
Rounding out team standings 
were, fourth, California (51, 137-
6); fifth, Oregon (57, 134-4); 
sixth, Montana (49, 122-15); sev-
enth, Idaho (52, 122-11); eighth, 
Wyoming (40, 98-4); and ninth, 
Washington (40, 94-15). 
Go Lake Havasu hosted the TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation West-
ern Regional. 
2022 B.A.S.S. Nation Title Spon-
sor: TNT Fireworks 
2022 B.A.S.S. Nation Platinum 
Sponsor: Toyota 
2022 B.A.S.S. Nation Premier 
Sponsors: Bass Pro Shops, Berk-
ley, Humminbird, Mercury, Minn 
Kota, Nitro Boats, Power-Pole, 
Ranger Boats, Rapala, Skeeter 
Boats, Yamaha 
2022 B.A.S.S. Nation Supporting 
Sponsors: AFTCO, Daiwa, Gar-
min, Huk Performance Fishing, 
Marathon, Strike King, Triton 
Boats, VMC 
 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 
events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing. 

DAYTON, Tenn. – The Bethel 
University duo of Hunter Fill-
more of Waynesville, Ohio and 
Dylan Fogarty of Mechan-
icsburg, Pennsylvania won the 
eighth-annual Abu Garcia Col-
lege Fishing Presented by YETI 
Open tournament at Lake Chick-
amauga on Friday. The team’s 
two-day cumulative total of 10 
bass weighing 45 pounds, 9 
ounces, gave them a whopping 
14-pound, 3-ounce-margin over 
the second-place team, George-
town College’s Conner Johnson 
of Paris, Kentucky and Jordan 
Nicely of Mount Vernon, Ken-
tucky, who brought 10 bass to the 
stage weighing 31-6. The Bethel 
victory earned the duo a $33,500 
prize package, including a new 
Phoenix 518 Pro boat with a 115-
horsepower Mercury outboard, 
and an automatic berth into the 
2023 Abu Garcia College Fishing 
National Championship. 
A total of 275 teams competed in 
the event on Lake Chickamauga, 
setting the record for the most 
teams in Major League Fishing 
history to compete in the College 
Fishing Open. With the number 
of teams competing, the Bethel 
duo said they were surprised to 

By Frank Sargeant 
 
 We can’t find anywhere you can 
(legally) bet on who will win the 
52nd Bassmaster Classic slated 
for March 4-6 at South Caro-
lina’s Lake Hartwell, but if you 
wanted to place a few side bets, 
it might make this always-fun 
event even more interesting. 
Of course, in saltwater fishing 
big-money betting has been 
around a long time, with the 
“Calcutta” side bets sometimes 
exceeding six figures. That sort 
of sporting interest has yet to be-
come evident in freshwater an-
gling, as far as we know. 
But BASS, the founding entity of 
big-time bass tournaments, has 
posted an interesting look at the 
odds of the various anglers win-
ning the competition, straight up, 
on their website at www.bass-
master.com. 
Top slot as selected by the long 
time observers at BASS goes to 
Brandon Cobb at 3-2. Cobb lives 
just an hour from Hartwell so it’s 
basically home-field advantage 
for him—though he’s never won 
a classic before. 
  Hank Cherry has won the last 
two Bassmaster Classics--can he 

pull off the never-before-accom-
plished Hat Trick of professional 
bass fishing next week at Lake 
Hartwell? (B.A.S.S. photo with 
permission). 
 But if I were putting down 
money, I think I’d go with a guy 

who lives just an hour further 
from the lake, Hank Cherry of 
Lincolnton, NC. Cherry has been 
on an incredible roll the past two 
years, winning back to back 
Classics, a feat accomplished by 
only three other anglers in the 
history of B.A.S.S., Rick Clunn, 
KVD and Jordan Lee. 
 Of course the fact that Clunn, 
Van Dam and Lee did not win a 
3rd event successively tells you 
something about how unlikely it 
is to 3-peat. But things could 
shake down nicely for Cherry 
given his love of jerkbaits and 
the spring weather setup this 
year, with things staying chilly 
until tournament time, then a 
warm-up into the 70’s that’s 
likely to have lots of fish moving 
into the areas Cherry is so good 
at fishing. (FYI, B.A.S.S. esti-
mates Cherry’s odds of winning 
at 6:1.) 

Another good bet—and one fa-
vored by the B.A.S.S. odds-
makers, is Jacob Powroznik, who 
has two 5th-place finishes in past 
Classics on Lake Hartwell. Pow-
roznik likes the big show and is 
comfortable competing for big 
money—he’s been in five Clas-
sics total. And he knows where 
the fish are on Hartwell—
B.A.S.S. has him at 3:1 odds. 
Patrick Walters will be fishing in 
his home state, and has a recent 
win at Hartwell—the 2020 Bass-
master Eastern Open. However, 
that was a September tourna-
ment—the fish will be in very 
different places in early March. 
In any case, B.A.S.S. puts him at 
3:1 as well. 
 Seth Feider, reigning Bassmaster 
Angler of the Year is fishing his 
fifth career Classic — and he’s 
coming having finished in the 
Top 30 of 11 straight tourna-
ments to finish 2021. In two trips 
to Hartwell, Feider finished a re-
spectable 18th at the 2018 Clas-
sic and 24th at the 2019 
Bassmaster Elite. B.A.S.S. puts 
him at 4:1 alongside Jason Chris-
tie. 
The folks of Greenville have 

Analysis

Of course the fact that Clunn, 
Van Dam and Lee did not win 
a 3rd event successively tells 
you something about how un-
likely it is to 3-peat. But 
things could shake down 
nicely for Cherry given his 
love of jerkbaits and the 
spring weather setup this 
year...

welcomed the Classic in a spec-
tacular way in past events, and 
the arena there is ideal for big-
time weigh-ins—if you’ve never 
attended a Classic, this will be a 
great one to start with. 
  
The Classic Outdoors Expo is 
also well worth attending, not 
only so that you can see the latest 
and greatest in fishing gear from 
some 200 vendors, but also so 
that you can meet-and-greet some 
of the giants in bass fishing, with 
everyone from KVD to Jimmy 
Houston to Bill Dance walking 
the aisles or appearing on stage. 
See the full parsing of the field 
and a roundup of the events at 
this year’s Classic at www.Bass-
master.com. 

Bethel University wins 
8th annual YETI Open 
at Lake Chickamauga 

realize they had such a large lead 
on the final day of the event. 
“We honestly just got lucky,” 
said Fogarty. “We spent a whole 
day graphing Lake Chicka-
mauga, from the dam all the way 
up to Sale Creek. This one spot 
we found is unlike anything 
we’ve ever seen – just one patch 
of grass, about the size of a boat 
– and we managed to pull over 
45 pounds out of it. 
“After we got a good limit on 
Day 1, we just stuck around the 
area to see if we could cull, and 
kept an eye on the place, but no 
one else showed up.” 
The pair headed back to their 
lucky spot on Day 2, where they 
found conditions had changed – 
the formerly clean water was 
dirty and the water level had 
risen, pushing the grass down 
even deeper. 
“The water had come up about a 
foot and a half or so, pushing the 
grass down to about 8 feet of 
water,” said Fillmore. “We had 
been fishing with a lipless crank-
bait on the first day, but switched 
over to vibrating jigs on Day 2, 
and had our limit by 11:30 a.m.,” 
said Fillmore. 

Please see sports page 4

Woke training in the military 

from sports-military page 2

Working Group’s much-delayed, 
21-page report on extremism in 
the military, which found that 
“fewer than 100” members of the 
military engaged in “extremist 
activity.” 
 “For every documented case of 
extremism in the military, our 

military spent a whopping 
58,000 hours in training on ex-
tremism,” the senators continued. 
“While any case of extremist be-
havior is wrong and harmful to 
military readiness, previous de-
fense authorization bills have al-
ready given our military the 
appropriate tools to address these 
concerns. 
  
 “The Department of Defense’s 
primary task is to protect Ameri-
cans from foreign threats. If the 
Biden administration doesn’t 
make this a priority moving for-
ward, we will use all tools at our 
disposal, including the annual de-
fense authorization bill, to ensure 
that it does.” 

 The senators’ response also 
follows the release of the ad-
ministration’s Countering Ex-
tremism Working Group’s 
much-delayed, 21-page re-
port on extremism in the mili-
tary, which found that “fewer 
than 100” members of the 
military engaged in “extrem-
ist activity.” 


